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promised by stipulating on a number of copies of the plain text1
Yes, it will be revised, but only in petto.   No good cuts or
noble  changes,   no  re-writing: just punctuation,   and insect-
blemishes removed.

It's good of you (i) to like The Terrapin*
(ii) to put Cape on to it.

I've never met the author: and only glanced through the poem in
typescript in a taxi. Augustus John possessed it then. It struck
me in the face: and is, as you say, sensational enough to sell.
Full of echoes though.

Very busy: am quartermaster's storeman and clerk, and pre-
occupied much with the 'amazing convolutions of my mind*.

T.E.S.

238   : TO SYDNEY COCKERELL
13.1.24                                                                   \CloudsElll}
Dear Cockerell, Did I ever thank you for The Rover? A very
good book; but not better than the other Conrad's. Don't you
think a man would strain himself each time to surpass the last
mark? There is no strain in this.
About the Tokio professorship8 ... not for me I'm afraid. I'm
not going to be respectable again. Also I'm not fit either to be
respectable, or to preach what I don't practise. Literature is be-
yond my grasp as a craft, & I don't aspire to it as a science.
Haven't heard of Charlotte Mew: * but all the women who ever
wrote original stuff could have been strangled at birth, & the
history of English literature (& my bookshelves) would be un-
changed.
Is it true that Doughty is writing again? Yours              T ES
1 Lawrence did in fact give away a number of 'incomplete copies', with two or three
pictures left out. But the copy he gave Edward Garnett was a complete copy.
3 The Flaming Terrapin, by Roy Campbell; this was published by Cape later in 1924
and was CampbelPs first published poem. It was Lawrence, however, who had put Cape
on to it. See letter No. 230.
* A series of writers have been Professors of English literature at Tokio University;
Edmund Blunden, Robert Nichols, Peter Quennell, William Empson.
* Author of The farmer** Bride and The Rambling Sailor.